16       COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR
The man who would come out with the following
statement would be hissed:
"It does not make any difference how high wages
are, provided they are represented by production.
High wages and high production make the ideal
situation in industry, but let me tell you with all
emphasis that if you ask for high wages and do not
offer high production, you will never attain even a
living wage, no matter how many dollars you happen
.to receive. The price of the commodities will over-
take and pass the buying power of your wages."
But this next statement would be applauded, and
it is made every day in the week in ten thousand
places:
"You are entitled to ten dollars a day and a six-
hour day, five days a week. If the company you
work for cannot pay it, then take the company and
make them pay it, or turn around and make the
Government pay it. What did we fight this war for,
anyway?"
The first statement is economically true; the second
statement is economically absurd. Many of those
who voice the second statement know that it is
absurd and make it only for the purpose of bringing
about a complete disruption between capital and